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MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Director (Intelligence)
SUBJECT t OCI Relations with the White louse

25X1A I

l. OCI's relations with Mr. Bundy's staff romain
A8 close and cordial as py wete in the Kennedy adminig-
tration. Our relations with Goneral Clifton aro also

good, but we deal with hin considerably less thun before.

It is clear that he has been to some extent relicved of
his substantive duties and assigned addi adminis-

_ pnal
trative and coremonial ones with thae departure of the
Nnva1ﬂggg_-1_fg£§g_gigggl‘ However, ho remains at least

///nominally responsibleo for intelligence briefings of the

<. 3o fi

Prasident, and oither he or an assistant probably does
porform this function when the President is out of Wash=
ington,

2. This is not the whole story, unfortunately,
Cenera) C1Lf'innwclaaxJ.;c—doea—uot_sac_ﬂxaaiggﬂg_gghgggg~

rogularly in Washingten for inLgljignnaa_hliﬂiing~ﬂg1:
MxL_Bundxﬁ_i~g_§gg§_him~1a§§_u£1cﬂ‘gL

poses, We beliove als ' nd
Oon a more formal basis than he did President Kennedy.
e \———h—“—\%\‘w——\

3. Our officers deliver the Checklist to Rromlov
Smith, and to Clifton on the progressive y fewer occa-
sions he is present. Smith gives it to Bundy for his
own information; Clifton occasionally indicates he will
oake an effort to put it be ore the President, hut we
have 11t ovi that he succeeds, (On the other

hand, gg_gﬁunaxa~ihni_1hg_ﬁxgs ent does tead the Check=
113t when ho is out of town.)

4« The Roview is delivered to the White liouse Sit-
uation Room by courior in the oveninpg, It apparoently
thon 15“Eggsadwlhxgggh_shgnpels unknown to us to Mr,
Moyers or Mr, Valent{, It eventually returns to Smith's
office with such notations as "returned by Valenti" and
little else. We get no indication whether the President
has read it or, if he has, how he reacted to it,
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5. Thus the major differcnce between this and the
Kennedy adminlstration is the total lack of foe ack, not
because our contacts are uncooperative, hut because they
themselves do not deal directly with the President on in-
telligence matteors. the rare occasions when President
Konnedy did not get a chance to read the Chaecklist, we
were told. Wo wera alse told what he 11ked and disiikod
in it, what he wan ored, and whnt he alrocadyv
know., This knowladge enabled us to "live the President’'s
problems” and hand-craft a Checklist which would meot
them,

6. Without this acute sense of the President's por-

'sonality and interests, we are groping in the dark, and

R

may in fact be getting furthor and further away from the
targot. Most important, we are handicapped in trving to

do anything about it becauss, i ng Mr,
Kennody[g_alaff,mﬁr,mdnhnAQn“hnaﬁinanxxﬂd_gﬂgﬁhﬂz;lélﬁlL,
of his f. Efficiency and good

bureaucratic practice require us to go on dealing with
the old staff, and tact prevents us from by-passing it
to opon lines to tho now. e aroe therefore worse off
than we would bo 4f Mr, Konnedy had boen vated ouf of
office.

7. The style of work in the White llouse and those
agencies which work in direct support of it is of course
a direct refloction of the President as an individual.

‘IMr. Johnson's desires in ield
/ have not yot come clear., It soems likely that he will

‘not follow most situations in as great detail as did his
it 48 un}:

predecossor, but ikely that, after “r, Kennedy,
the Presidoncy can over apgain disengsgoe itself from the

day-to-day administration of national security policy to
the extent that it did under Mr, Eisenhower, Tn do his
job effectively the Prosident must keep informed. e
have no way of knowing whother or not we are now glving

him the service he meeds, —— ——  — —

8. It is woll to remember that the Checklist was
created because President Konnedy kept getting caught
short by gaps in his Inforwmation. _Furthermore, it took

' six months for his--and his staff's--dissatisfaction with

the state of offairs to crystallize into a request for
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something new. Fortupa his immediate staff was in
cdﬁfizi‘gliﬁiﬁp and turned to us for help. Should this
time come with_F;EETEEHT‘JEHﬁiEﬁi‘fﬁﬁ?i“Ii“ﬁﬁ*ﬁﬁi?Eﬁféc
that the request will come to us,

N 9. 1t is clear that both CIA and the national ip-
/i terest would hu,ggz!gghhx_nalnhliahing%niggg_linka to
"' the PresidQBEJQLAEMQdinInMsxafi,-butmiﬁwis—notMaLw&I1
clear from where wo sit how this 18 to be done. we do
s;rong]y recommend that you discuss this problem with
t ° DCI . B - e

25)(1 A /:.')/

Act inms !ant I!l rector

Current Intelligence

Distribution:
Orig § 1 ~ Addressce
1 - AD/CI
1 - ASP/CI
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